
 
 
 
January 31, 2022 
 
The Honorable Henry McMaster, Governor 
    State House 
1100 Gervais Street 
Columbia, South Carolina 29201 

 
Dr. Edward Simmer, Director 
SC Department of Health and Environmental Control  
2600 Bull Street 
Columbia, SC 29201 

Dear Governor McMaster and Dr. Simmer, 

As the Board of Trustees for Clover School District Two, we feel an increasing need to convey our 
concerns regarding the current quarantine guidelines for close contacts to COVID-19 as stipulated by 
the DHEC Exclusionary List and the inevitable impact on the quality of education received by the 
children of the community we serve. It is our understanding and belief that DHEC and the updated 
Exclusionary List carries the weight of law as stated within South Carolina Code of Laws Chapter 1, 
Title 44, and further opined on August 16, 2021, by the Attorney General’s Office for South Carolina 
as attached. As such, any variation from the guidelines set forth in the DHEC Exclusionary List 
would equate to the violation of South Carolina state law as well as the loss of protection under the 
COVID Immunity Bill codified into law. Thus, local school districts have no authority or power to 
deviate from the DHEC Exclusionary List. 

With that said, we, therefore, feel it incumbent upon us as a Board to bring to light the significant 
impacts of quarantining close contacts and the associated learning loss and seek additional clarity. 
While we completely agree that very early into the pandemic there was a necessity to use close contact 
quarantining as a mitigation strategy to combat the effects of COVID-19, we now question the 
continued use of this mitigation strategy. We applaud DHEC and the decision to reduce quarantine 
and isolation mitigation strategies for COVID-19 with the most recent adaptations but additionally 
feel that more clarity and potential updating of close contact quarantining is needed. 

This coming March will be two years since COVID-19 began impacting Clover School District Two’s 
ability to educate our children in a way that we know is best for the majority of our  learners.  Our 
number one job is to teach the students entrusted to us – which is something our amazing district 
has done for decades. 
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Throughout the last 22-months of this pandemic, our district has strived to comply with DHEC’s 
guidelines. On January 19, 2022, we had 1,183 students absent from school who were not sick. That 
is    13.5% of our student population who were not on campus that day. While our district has 
attempted to continue instruction virtually for our quarantined students, the quality of learning is 
not the caliber we are able to provide when our students are in classrooms with our highly qualified 
teachers. Students are falling behind academically, which is something that will take years to recover. In 
addition to the tremendous quantity of work this has added to our teachers having to teach dual 
modalities and our staff having to contact trace, your guidelines have put an incredible financial 
burden on our parents and guardians who are missing work to stay home with their healthy children. 

In a recent article in State newspaper linked here, it was reported that the Omicron variant is a 
milder form of Covid-19 in terms of symptoms, hospitalizations, and deaths, especially with K – 12 
students. We believe this information may give DHEC the opportunity to make some changes in 
contact-tracing protocols for school close contacts.  Also, we now have more mitigating strategies to 
provide protection including masks for those who use them, vaccines, home testing kits, and three 
district testing sites.  Without the burden of contact-tracing, the district can deal more quickly and 
effectively with sick and symptomatic students.    

In order for us to do our job of educating students, it is important that they attend school in person 
so that they can continue growing academically, emotionally and socially. We request that you modify 
your COVID-19 exclusion rules to only quarantine students who have tested positive as well as 
remove quarantine rules that are based on a student’s or employee’s vaccination status. 

Sincerely, 
 

The Board of Trustees 
Clover School District Two 
 
 
 
Mack E. McCarter, Board Chair            Ginger Marr, Vice Chair      Jessica Cody, Secretary 
 
 
 
Sherri Ciurlik   Joe Gordon         Tracy Stiff                       Rob Wallace 
 

https://www.thestate.com/news/coronavirus/article257578868.html

